
Road
killers
26.2 miles? Anyone can do that. 
A growing number of runners are embracing 
ultramarathons as the ultimate challenge

Runners make 

their way up a hill 

in the 2008 

Badwater 

Ultramarathon, 

a grueling, 

135-mile race that 

starts in Death 

Valley in July. 
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A 100K 
ultra? 
Now that’s 
just crazy
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JOIN THE CLUB

In February, Torey 

Jones, a 25-year-old 

grad student who lives 

in Lincoln Park, founded 

Chicago Ultrarunners 

(chicagoultrarunners.

com) to build a community 

around what is typically 

a loner sport. The group, 

which has almost 30 

members, organizes runs, 

holds the occasional happy 

hour and has an online 

forum where members can 

exchange advice.

AELEJALDERUIZ@TRIBUNE.COM

COLUMBIA NEWS SERVICE CONTRIBUTED.

“I wanted to learn what I was capable of,” says ultramarathoner Brian Gaines, 

a senior applications developer who lives in Bartlett. STACIE FREUDENBERG FOR REDEYE

Chicago ultramarathoner Adrian Belitu trains at the East Bank Club, where he 

logs four-hour runs on the treadmill, adjusting the incline to simulate mountain ter-

rain. He recently ran 161 miles in a 48-hour race. BRIAN J. MOROWCZYNSKI FOR REDEYE

On your mark, 

get set, goof off

Columbia News Service

NEW YORK

Fun runs
A FEW WACKY CHICAGO RACES

The Chiditarod

Held a few weeks ago, the race consists 

of five-person teams pushing and pulling 

a shopping cart to the finish line. Elaborate 

costumes and foul play are encouraged.

Wacky 5K Run

This West Loop run, also held at the beginning 

of March, featured a post-race snack food buffet 

in honor of National Snack Month. A willingness 

to break your diet is encouraged.

Elvis Is Alive 5K

Each summer, Elvii take to the streets 

for this annual Lincoln Park run. Sideburns 

are encouraged.
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